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HMS Antrim at anchor in South Georgia 1982
Ed’s Column
Welcome to my third newsletter as editor.

Firstly I would like to thank the new production, printing
and distribution team for getting this newsletter to your
doorstep. Secondly I would like to thank all of you who
have contributed to this publication – with words, songs,
jokes and photographs. Please keep them rolling in. As
always, I particularly look for correspondence, which
stimulates debate, adds a touch of humour, or raises
important issues.

As the last edition was a Falklands War special, I thought
that this time I would try to up the tempo for the members
who were unlucky (?) enough to miss the trip down south
in 1982. So come on all you who served onboard before
after the conflict, please send me your dits and
photographs.

Try to keep your submissions as brief as possible as space
is limited, and please remember that, as editor, I reserve
the right to edit your submissions. The next newsletter will
be produced in May.

Best wishes,

Ed, your editor,
The Official Newsletter of the HMS Antrim Association
Printing and Distribution Team
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Newsletter - Editorial, Production,
Following my appeal in the last newsletter and at the
Liverpool reunion, I am delighted to announce that
the HMS Antrim Association newsletter now has an
embryonic editorial, production, printing and
distribution team in place. We are as follows:

Editor Me (David ‘Rowdy’ Yates)

Sub-editor Peter ‘Scrumpy’ Orchard

Producer Steve ‘Winnie’ Churchill

Printer Dave Barraclough

Distributors ……………………..



The HMS Antrim Association Newsletter has been sponsored by:
John Young. General Manager, Huhtamaki (UK) Ltd, Rowner Rd, Gosport,
Hampshire, PO13 0PR

During a busy programme of Bomb Alley book signings this year, my most poignant engagement was at the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne College on the 6th May. Located in the heart of the Pangbourne College campus, the chapel was
opened by Her Majesty the Queen in March 2000. It serves as a permanent reminder of the sacrifice of those who died in the
war of 1982, as well as a living memorial to those involved in that conflict.

Although a confirmed atheist, the first sight of the chapel raised a lump in my throat, which soon started quivering as I entered
the foyer and spotted the list of 258 names chiselled into the large plaques on either side of the main entrance. Amongst the
names were those of some of the friends I’d lost, and I had walk away for a moment of quiet reflection as the darker memories
of the Falklands War came flooding back. As a former caterer, the point that particularly struck me was the fact that of the
names of 86 naval personnel recorded, two of them were caterers and fifteen were chefs – almost 20% of our losses.

I was visiting the chapel to conduct a book signing at a floral exhibition to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
liberation of the Falkland Islands, and although I signed a quite a few copies, the day was dominated by the respect I felt for
those who had been lost, and those who had built this magnificent memorial in their honour.

Some people have questioned the location in a fairly remote part of the Berkshire countryside, but one cannot
challenge the brilliance of the design and the haunting sense of peace and reverence that is felt when you step
inside. I strongly urge all Falklands Veterans and their families to visit Pangbourne at least once in their lifetime. It
is an absolute must for anyone involved in that conflict. Be warned though – take loads of tissues!

Pangbourne College is located on the outskirts of the village of Pangbourne. From the M4, take junction 12. At
the roundabout at the top of the slip road, take the exit signposted Theale and Pangbourne A4. Go straight on at
the next roundabout and at the next take the 3rd exit, marked A340, to Pangbourne. As you enter turn left at the
Cross Keys public house into Pangbourne Hill. After a mile turn left into the College drive.

The Chapel is open to visitors most days, but you are advised to confirm arrangements: 01189-842101

The Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel at Pangbourne
College

Just To See His Name Falklands War -
Commemorative Medal

During my visit to Pangbourne, I was very
privileged indeed to meet Anthony Hudson
MBE, the former Headmaster of the College,
and the man behind so much of the fund-
raising and planning work. Anthony has
written a splendid book about how the
Falklands War Memorial Chapel came to be
built. The book contains remarkable details of
how the concept was first conceived, how the
considerable sum of money was raised, and
then the actual design and construction
phases. The names of all those who lost their
lives in 1982 are listed in the book. I
thoroughly commend this special publication
to anyone who served down south. Copies
can be obtained direct from the author – for
£10 including P&P.

Anthony Hudson MBE, Howgate Boathouse,
Cleeve Road, Goring on Thames, RG8 9BT
01491-873713

Stu Pennock still has a few of these beautiful
commemorative medals left available for Antrim
veterans to purchase. They come with an HMS
Antrim crest, in a silk-lined box, and cost only £10 –
plus p&p.
Stu also has a few Falklands commemorative
brochures left at £3 a pop.

Stu Pennock, Wharfe View, Ozzendyke,
North Yorkshire, LS24 9DZ
SDPennock@aol.com

01937-530224 or 07738-460329

mailto:SDPennock@aol.com


Greetings one and all.
What a fantastic turn out we had for the re union in Liverpool. With over 150 present for the dinner on Saturday

night it was a brilliant event. Thanks to all who made the effort and the weekend so enjoyable. Despite some
teething troubles with the large hotel format of the Adelphi, as usual jolly jack overcame and pressed on regardless.
Andy Coad is already well down the road trying to address any similar problems for next year in Coventry, and he is
hoping to ensure that we have an even better experience than Liverpool.

I would also like to thank Taff Dale for his address on Saturday night in Liverpool, paying tribute to our President
and Falklands Captain, Brian Young. Well spoken say I.

Since then we have of course had Remembrance Day. Myself, Roy Turp and Kev Chamberlain represented your
ship amongst the throng at Whitehall in London. Kev McDonald actually marched, along with a soon-to-be new
member of the Antrim Association, (an ex Chief Stoker). We all repaired to the UJC and joined in the usual round
of tea and biscuits etc. Thanks to Kev Chamberlain for the guided tour around Waterloo Station roundabout later
that day in an effort to find a taxi. I TOLD him I knew where it was!! We ended up at Victoria, but that’s a dit for
another day.

‘Young’ Craig McDermott is well on the way to getting our all new shiny website up and running. Hopefully it will
be available around the Christmas period. Keep checking. It promises to be a real step forward for the site, so
ably initiated and maintained by Tiny Rice originally. Thanks to Tiny for his efforts over the years. The new
address is; www.hmsantrim.org.uk. Please send your ideas and requests for what YOU would like to see on the
website to Mac at the following email address, mcdermott.craig@gmail.com

Looking ahead, I am working towards the Association attending its own service at Pangbourne next year, along
with perhaps Glamorgan, Plymouth, and Brilliant. Early days yet but we will see if it is feasible. Remember that the
annual service for all veterans and families will take place in June. Your Standard will be present along with many
Antrim’s I hope.

I will post details and pics on the new website for those to see who couldn’t make it to the Liverpool reunion.
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fter serving the association so well, Taff Dale has stood down as our Welfare Officer, and has been relieved by
omber Wells.
omber recently reported the following details about two of our shipmates:

t ‘Buster’ Brown

uster was a TAS rate on board in 1982, and he has had a pretty rough time of it over the past few years. In
06 he was diagnosed with cancer and although he is now in remission he has further complications with
thritis. If that wasn't enough this year he's had a number of strokes and has spent a lot of time in the Radcliffe
ospital in Manchester. Bomber is in frequent contact, and we send our best wishes to Buster and Eileen.

s ‘Daisy’ Adams

aisy was a PO Seaman in 1982, and is suffering from a form of Parkinson’s disease. A close friend of Bomber’s,
aisy lives in Worthing and is quite poorly, but ‘getting on with it’. We send our best wishes to Daisy and his wife.

you have any welfare concerns, or think you know of someone who might need Bomber’s expert advice, please
ntact him at the following address:

Hazel Hill Farm, Llanstadwell, Milford haven, Wales, SA73 1EL

elfare Officer

http://www.hmsantrim.org.uk./
mailto:mcdermott.craig@gmail.com


Membership Report
Because of the increasing popularity of our reunions, numbers for Coventry
gathering in 2008 are likely to be even higher than this year. As usual, a very
reasonable package deal has been agreed with the hotel, so book early to
avoid disappointment, and get your mates to come along too!

Britannia Hotel, Fairfax Street, Coventry, CV1 5RP 02476-633733

Banquet meal only £17.95
1 night, including the gala dinner £99
2 nights £109
3 nights £129

A free car park is available
The bus station is across the road, and the railway station is a couple

of miles away

A free coach is also available on Saturday to go sightseeing at
Stratford-Upon-Avon

The event organiser is Andy Coad 01803-522644

Please remember to confirm your bookings at least one month before the
event!

Reunions
Coventry Reunion – 10th to 13th October 2008

By Mel Camp

Lets have some more of this?

Newcastle Reunion –

9th to 11th October 2009
Future Reunions

If you have not been able to attend a recent
reunion but would like to offer to help organise
one in your hometown (as long as it’s not in

New members are still trickling in; the Falklands Anniversary has helped to
increase our numbers. If you know of anybody who requires a membership
form please let me know and I’ll send him one, together with a past
newsletter.
Soapy Hudson is the organiser for this
gathering. If you live in Geordie land and
would like to give Soapy a hand, please let

Stu Pennock know. China) please pass your ideas forward to the

Secretary, Stu Pennock.

Although the Liverpool reunion was pretty good, I did hear some rumblings from some people that the music
was too loud, and they would have preferred some speeches and more music from 1982 (as it was a the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Falklands War!). What are your views? Would you like to see some after-
dinner speeches, a comedian, a singer, a tribute band, quieter music, free ear muffs, a sods opera or a
performing troupe of monkeys? To spark some debate, please let me have your ideas. Ed

Reunion Entertainment


