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HMS ANTRIM ASSOCIATION
KEY MEMBERS

President: Capt (ret'd) Brian G Young RN DSO (Deceased)
Vice president: Tom Smith BEM, 01332-671672
Chairman: Andy Coad, 01803-522644

Vice-Chairman: Frankie Howard, rhoward1955@sky.com

Secretary: Stu Pennock, SDPennock@aol.com 01937-530224 or 07525 664858
Treasurer: Billy Budd, antrim@kingsmede.fsnet.co.uk 02392-593061
Webmaster: Craig McDermott, 01620-826181

Membership & Social: Mel Camp, melcamp@talktalk.net
02392-554620

Membership: Roy Turp, roy.turp@ntlworld.com 01708-374385

Welfare: Bomber Wells, 01559 362460 ted.wells46@yahoo.com
Newsletter: Steve Churchill. steve.churchill3@btopenworld.com

Slops: lan Cox, 01621-851149

Memorabilia: Peter Robertson, custodian 02392-876131



Chairman’s Dit

Greetings Shipmates,
It is with a very sad heart that | start with the sad news of the passing of our
figurehead and much loved Skipper, Brian Young. Brian passed away on
Christmas Eve after a short spell in hospital after an accident at home. | was
unable to attend his funeral in January due to my wife’s iliness, but all of you that
did attend, did Brian, yourselves and Our Association proud. I'm sure that Sheila
and her family appreciated everything you all did on the day, on behalf of the
Association | thank you all very much. I'm sure that all of you will join me in
sending Sheila and her family our deepest condolences at this sad time.
I'd like to thank you all for voting me in as Chairman in the light of so many other
willing candidates. I'm looking forward to the chance to try and carry our
Association forward and | will do my best to promote and give our Association as
much time as | can. | know that many of you are willing to give me help and
advice, for this | am very grateful and sure that this can only benefit our
Association and its future. | would also like to take this opportunity to thank Kev
Swift for his time and efforts as Chairman and look forward to having Kev and
Mandy rejoin us soon.
Many thanks to Mike Williams who put together a great weekend in Southsea. It
was great to see so many attend and plenty of new faces that | hope enjoyed it
and will stay with us for the future. | think that I'm right in saying that we all
had a great time. The entertainment, service and venue were very good and I'm
sure it would be on the list for a future visit. Many thanks to Mike.
As for the 2010 reunion in London, it's going to be a once in a lifetime chance
and experience and | hope that we can show the same support in numbers that
we had in Southsea. | know that Roy has put a lot of effort into organising this
event and so when we are able to start booking it would be a good idea to do so
as soon as possible. This will enable us to get an idea on humbers.

Look forward to seeing you in London if not before.

Andy Coad



Welfare Report

Les Adams (Daisy) continues his fight with Parkinsons.

Pat Brown (Buster) TAS 1982. He continues his battles, now in a wheelchair but
remains cheerful and is soon to go into hospital for treatment with maggots (I
know unbelievable isn't it) for his pretty bad leg ulcers. He and the family are
hoping to go on a cruise again this year, they enjoyed the Med trip last year.

Andy Coad wife is back at work and seemingly ok now.

Thanks for the update Bomber!

If you know anyone that needs help from the welfare rep then please
contact Bomber

ted.wells46@yahoo.com

Reunion 2010

October 8th/9th/10th 2010.
Accommodation

Victory Services Club.
63-79 Seymour Street.
LONDON W2 2HF.
0207 616 8335
WWW.VSC.CO.uk

When booking quote Booking Reference 265918



Double Ensuite in the Memorial Wing @ £122 per room per night Bed and
Breakfast.

Twin Ensuite in the Memorial Wing @£122 per room per night Bed and
Breakfast.

Double Ensuite in the Centenary Wing@ £131 per room per night. Bed and
Breakfast.

Family Room in the Memorial Wing depends on Number of adults and children

These are the price changes and are now fixed for October 2010

These prices do not include meals on the Fri/Sunday night, leaving you to eat
where you want.

Rooms with Full Disabled Facilities are available. Contact the hotel.

Parking in the nearby Park Lane Car Park @ 50% discount is available.

Saturday Night Dinner in the Strangers Gallery, The Houses of
Parliament.

Dinner is @£36 per person.

Cheques payable to HMS Antrim Association, to be sent to:
Stu Pennock.

Wharfe View,

Ozendyke,

Nr Ulleskelf,

Tadcaster,

North Yorks.

LS24 9DZ.

Include names and address of all attending. Also a contact phone number.

No cheque equals no ticket equals no entrance!! You have been warned.
We have to do this for security and admin. So don’t forget.

Approximate timings are. Coaches from VSC departing 17:45. Guided tour of the
HOP in 2 groups by our host. Dinner at 19:30. Coaches back to VSC at 22:30,
where the bar will be open for the debrief!

It is hoped to have the TOT ceremony in the HOP, negotiations are ongoing. If
not we WILL have one in the VSC.

The AGM will be in the VSC at 11:00 on Sunday morning.

We wont be able to help people who just turn up on the night so it is very
important to remember to send a cheque and details for the Sat night AS WELL
as booking your accommodation.

Any questions please contact Roy Turp in the first instance or Stu Pennock.



The Definitive Guideto HM S Antrim Reunion
Weekends

1) As you arrive at the hotel throw your suitcase up onto your shoulder as if it were your
kitbag.

2) The reception area and front door are to be referred to as “The Main Gate” and “Reg
Office”.

3) The receptionist is the QM. The Night Porter is the QM with the “Middle”.

4) The senior receptionist / Maitre-De is the Joss.

5) On arrival you have to ask the QM what mess you're in, not what room you have and
complete your “Joining Routine”.

6) The QM will issue you a new fangled swipe card door key; this is your “Station Card”.
7) When you get to you mess you have to decide who is LHOM and obey her every
command!!

8) Ask the LHOM which is your pit. (Not compulsory to use your pit after 23:59 but try to
get the correct mess).

9) Upon arrival It is essential that you stow your kit, bath and dhob’s, hang your knick’s
and socks up to dry and muster in the bar ASAP.

10) During the weekend the Association Chairman is your D.O.

11) If you have to leave the hotel during the weekend it’s called “Going Ashore”.

12) If you have to Go Ashore (Request Form signed by your D.0O.), leave your station card
with the QM.

13) The weekend events are promulgated in “Daily Orders” and can be found with the QM.
14) The Chambermaids (messman / cooks) will need access to your mess (even if you had
the Middle).

15) Should you need to contact your oppo, ask the QM to “Make a Pipe” to room XXX.

16) Don't be adrift for Friday night Scran. If you are, there is 9-0-clockers available behind
the bar.

17) At 23:00 the QM will pipe “Pipe Down”, hide any beer you have in case there is a Joss
in the room disguised as a Civvy.

18) If you find yourself in the uncomfortable position of talking to a Reggie in civvies,
stress that this is only your 3™ can. You don’t want to get your LHOM in trouble.

19) Beer issue takes place Daily from 10:00 to 04:00 (or later!!). Everyone is expected to
help shift some beer. Lightweight LHOM'’s may be excused after 23:59.

20) If you need an early morning call fill in the “Shakes Book” with the QM.

21) Saturday afternoon is a Sports Make-a Mend. Armchair Rugby, Football and Snoozing
are to be encouraged. Mattress Hurdling and hunt the Savoloy are at the LHOM's
discretion.

22) Saturday night scran will take place after evening rounds. Your D.O. will conduct
rounds, ensure that you have secured into Night Clothing before rounds (unless you have
the “First”).

23) The main spectator sport is hangover spotting on Saturday and Sunday mornings in
the Main Galley.

24) Sunday morning’s AGM is the mess meeting (another good hangover spotting venue).
25) When you “Go on Draft” on Sunday or Monday, hand in your Station Card, collect your
draft chit and settle your 126 with the QM.

26) The traditional “Big hugs” and “See you next Year Mate” are compulsory.

Taff Dale



Secretaries Report

Greetings ship mates.

I begin this dit by mentioning the sad news we received over Christmas that our
esteemed President had crossed the bar. After getting over the initial shock your
committee was quickly in action to organise our presence at Captain Young's
funeral. With Andy Coad and Mac taking the lead as points of contact we soon
had all arrangements in place and waited with trepidation for January 12" to
arrive. With the weather crippling the whole country for weeks before it was
really touch and go as to who could turn up or not. As if by divine intervention, a
break in the weather meant that some 20 Antrim’s managed to get to the service.
I am sure the Antarctic conditions would have put a wry smile on Brian’s face, the
irony not being lost on those attending. We had the honour of conveying the
casket out of church and my thanks go to those involved in that. With Bomber
Wells as Chief G.1, we managed to put on a good show in what | am sure all will
understand was a very emotional and heartfelt tribute to our Captain and
President. The locals were suitably impressed and duly extended their thanks to
one and all. As always with ‘Jack’ there were lighter moments. Ask at the next
reunion about how Bomber and | ended up in a pole dancing bar on a Monday
afternoon in High Wycombe--all we wanted was a sandwich and a pint honest! Or
about trying to find the reception at the golf club in snowdrifts, about having to
finish off a huge bottle of rum laid on ‘for the Navy’ at the wake. Or about
trudging through snow and ice back to the station to go home as there were no
taxis running. And Bomber, | said we would get to London ok didn't I' R.I.P
Brian, you will be missed by us all. I wish Sheila well and have said | will keep in
touch on behalf of the Association.

Don't forget to consider going to the annual service in Pangbourne at the
Falklands Memorial Chapel. It's Sunday 13" June this year. Our Standard will be
on parade. Brian Young was especially proud that our Standard continued to be
paraded and so | encourage all to attend and support Sheila if she is able to go.
The next reunion is now up and ready for booking. Details on the web and in this
newsletter. | would ask all to book as soon as possible. Hotel bookings should be
direct with the VSC. Don'’t forget to send your cheques to me for the Saturday
night meal ONLY, to secure your place in the Houses of Parliament. It promises to
be a very unusual reunion and | would encourage all to attend if possible. Don’t
forget to support Maria Bullingham gallant effort in the London Marathon. Her
fundraising efforts for our troops are badly needed and couldn’t be for a worthier
cause in my book. Please give generously. Details in this newsletter and on the
web.

Well that's all for now. Get booking and | hope to see as many of you as possible
in London.

Yours aye.

Stu Pennock



15" AGM of the HMS ANTRIM ASSOCIATION

11" October 2009 at the Royal Beach Hotel
Portsmouth

Apologies
Kev Rowe, Kev Swift, Dave Barraclough, John Robson, Chris Williams, Pete Nash,
Alfie Bass, Andy Crossland

Minutes of the last AGM were unanimously approved with no matters arising.

Presidents Address

Captain Young addressed the AGM and commented on how nice it was to see so
many new faces as well as many familiar ones, he also mentioned that next year
will be in London which would take more organising than normal, he went on to
thank the committee for organising this years reunion which he considered to
have been a great success.

Vice Chairman Andy Coad commented on rising numbers and the hope that they
will return, he thanked the Committee especially the Secretary for the help
received during this reunion in the absence of our chairman. He stated that
booking for London 2010 should be done as soon as possible due to the unusual
venue and requirements needed.

Election of Officers

Slight change as we now needed to elect a new chairman due to Kev Swift
stating he was unable to give the commitment he would like to, this was
discovered over the weekend through being in touch with him, and assistance of
any kind has been offered should he require it.

After a quick committee meeting it was proposed that Andy Coad steps up from
Vice to Chairman, this creates a Vice Chairman’s post. Taff Dale nominated
Frankie Howard from the floor, unanimously it was agreed that Frankie Howard
would take Vice Chairman, this left a committee position to fill. Winnie Churchill
was proposed and seconded, accepted and agreed. Re-election of the Secretary
was unanimous.

Treasurers Report

Reported that we made a slight loss last year.

Last years raffle made £385, annual membership fees down again slightly due to
the increasing number of life members. £350 memberships total.

£200 donation from sale of Falklands Commemorative Medals that the Secretary
had organised.



Total income for year £952.09

Newsletter expenses have dropped due to returning to black and white.
Tots were sponsored once again by Lambs Navy Rum, this was obtained by
Secretary.

Last year we paid for wine at the table, this year we decided not to do this, due
to the forthcoming expense of London 2010 and due to the fact that
entertainment had to be paid for this year, which is an unusual expense. In
summary:

£6381.97 Grand Total

£1478.85 out for year

£4903.12 Total left

£528.83 deficit for year.

Slops hold £1164 in the bank, stock of £2129.
Slops Total £3294

Useable assets of £6067.
Total asset including stock £8197.

Welfare

Bomber reported that John Thompson had made a good recovery after his fall at
last year’s reunion and he turned up on the Saturday to thank those who helped
him.

Buster Brown passes on his regards and he is continuing on as best he can under
the circumstances.

Les Adams who is present is fighting his own personal battle against Parkinson’s
disease and it was good to see him here at the reunion.

Bomber stressed that members with any problems should contact him and he will
put them in contact with the right people and assist as best he can.

Membership

Mel reported the following numbers;

85 life members

15 honorary members

42 annual members

3 associate members, we have lost some associate members in Leeds and
Scotland.

15 lapsed annual members, but gained 10 this year.

We hope that the new faces this year that are not members will be duly signed

up.

Reunion 2010
Secretary reconfirmed that London is the destination for the reunion 2010; he
also stated that nothing is confirmed for 2011 but Burton-On-Trent and Barrow in



Furness have been suggested. He had visited Burton on Trent but thought it too
small a hotel, with only 38 rooms. George Robson was investigating Barrow in
Furness further.

Secretary stated that a decision should be made at this reunion for 2011 as
feedback from the membership once they had left the AGM is always difficult, he
therefore asked for any suitable suggestions and Wally Marriott mentioned that
they had visited the National Arboretum at Alrewas and that the Ramada Hotel,
Tamworth looked to be a very good venue for a reunion. It was agreed by the
membership that this should be investigated with a view to holding the reunion
there in 2011.

The point was re-emphasised by Captain Young that we were due back north
again that year and therefore Tamworth presented an excellent centralised
position.

Roy Turp gave the following information for London;
Destination; Victory Services Club
Cost of Rooms;Double ensuite, £117 b and b

Single ensuite, £68 b and b per night.
Well served by many transport links, car parking available locally at reduced rates
but London is notoriously expensive and difficult for parking and don't forget the
congestion charge.
No arrangements for Friday Night meal are included as this would have been too
expensive, so people can use the hotel and pay for their meals or dine elsewhere.
Saturday will be left free. Saturday Night, main event subject to confirmation we
are aiming to arrive at 18.30 at The Houses of Parliament, We are proposing that
the Association pays for coaches from the VSC to the HOP. This will help with
necessary coordinated arrival we must comply with (think security). Guided tours
of The HOP are proposed by our host, MP Andrew Rossendale prior to our dinner,
this will be in the Members and Strangers Dining Room at an approx. cost of £35
per head. Hire of Strangers Gallery normally is £750; this has been waived for us.
Option of inviting VIP’s was mentioned but nothing was decided.
No entertainment will be provided on the Saturday night as it's been deemed
inappropriate. We are hopeful that the tot ceremony will be allowed. We need to
vacate the building by 22.30. Coaches will take us back to the VSC where the
reunion will continue for those who wish.
Coaches are priced at £265 per coach of 60 people; we estimate that 2 will be
needed.
A booking form will be made available as soon as possible, returnable to the
association with a cheque to cover Saturday Night's Event Cost only.
Booking details for the VSC will also be available and the members should make
these bookings direct to the hotel.
Sunday AGM cost of room hire for up to 70 people in the Carisbrooke Hall is
£255, and a working lunch is available at £8.50 per person.
Dates are confirmed as Oct 8 — 10 2010



Costs were summarised by Secretary as follows;

Costs for individual approx is £160 for the weekend (this covers 2 night’'s b and b,
separate payment by individual for Friday night meal and approx. payment of £35
for Saturday night gala dinner.)

Association pays for coaches to and from VSC at approx. £265 per coach (2
possibly 3 needed), plus £255 for AGM venue on Sunday with possible up to
£8.50 per person for working lunch.

Roy Turp will now go ahead and organise this reunion.

Newsletter

Winnie asked for more input as it's difficult to produce a newsletter with no news!
He mentioned Armed Forces Day events throughout the country that is sponsored
by the government and encouraged members to attend and then do a report for
the newsletter.

Website

Mac asked for input also, he reported over 13000 hits on the website in 15
months!

He had received some new ideas for the site, which he would be implementing
soon.

Travels with the Standard

lan Cox took it to Pangbourne as usual and the Armed Forces Event at Lowestoft.
Secretary could not take it to Eden Camp due to illness.

Kev Rowe couldn’'t make Birmingham Tattoo.

The same travels are proposed for this year with an addition of Kev Rowe taking
it the Salford Remembrance Parade.

Slops

Coxy reported that sales are going well but he’s having trouble with suppliers and
is sourcing new ones.

Mac will be putting photos and prices of slops on the website although ordering
from the website is not possible, this is done in a bid to help members choose!

A smart shirt with association emblem on was mentioned, the secretary had one
of these but was not happy with its quality, therefore an alternative is being
sourced, Coxy is investigating ABS embroidery.

AOB
£580 raised by raffle on Saturday night. Members were reminded that prizes are
always needed.

A request from HMS Glamorgan for a donation for their memorial in the
Falklands, after a discussion in the committee and then further discussion on the
floor it was agreed that no donation would be made in accordance with our



normal view on charities. However a link would be available on the website and
individual members would be able to donate if they saw fit.

Indulgence flights are available back to the Falklands for £65, more information is
available on SAMA website.

Ships Model: there is a proposal that it should be donated to The Royal Naval
Museum in Portsmouth Dockyard where it will be displayed. We would retain the
ability to bring the ship to reunions as required. Taff will take care of the details
once a decision has been made. Captain Young emphasised that great care
should be taken as he had experienced problems with HMS Wren Associations’
Ship’s Bell. The committee’s view is that this will be beneficial to the association,
the member’s view agrees with the committee. Current custodian Robbie
Robertson is quite happy with it going to the Dockyard and stated that it had
been an honour to be custodian of the Ship’s Model. He would also be happy to
continue as custodian should it be required.

Captain Young expressed his delight at Coxy taking the standard to Pangbourne
and reiterated that all are welcome to attend the services held in the chapel. He
expressed his desire for the standard to continue to be displayed at Pangbourne
and other places.

Captain Bicain and Captain Young had been in email contact and Captain Bicain
repeated the statement that he and all were happy with the way Santa Fe was
handled.

Captain Young suggested that Captain Bicain could be a guest at one of our
future reunions.

He also mentioned that the museum at Grytvyken carries a lot more information
on the Antrim and now has a memorial, also that the curator could be a possible
guest at a future reunion.

Terry Bullingham mentioned the passing of shipmate Peter Ford and that the
standard and members were in attendance at his funeral, he also acknowledged
the strength of his widow Joyce who was present with us.

Bomber mentioned the printed cards for welfare use & all, Secretary said this had
slipped by and he would endeavour to ensure that this happens in the future.
Taff Dale thanked everyone for their donations for his Chernobyl Children cause.
Jimmy Green then presented the association with a cut out piece of shipside,
complete with cannon shell hole from the Falklands War.

Thanks were expressed by the Secretary to Mike Williams for organising the
Reunion in Portsmouth having had to step in at the last minute and about a year
before expected.

Terry Bullingham reported that XP 142 aka 406 Helo would be on display October
29" at the RNAS Yeovilton.

Dave Bassett suggested that a future reunion could be held on a P&O cruise ship,
he will investigate further.

Closing



The new chairman thanked all members for their help and promised to do his
best for the Association in the future.

Events

Maria Bullingham’s sponsorship reguest.

Maria is running the London Marathon on April 25th. She is looking for
sponsorship with all funds going to Troop Aid, which supports returning injured
troops at Selly Oak hospital. Those interested should contact her directly on 0121
4292428.

Swanage Armed Forces Weekend 19th-20"" June 2010

Events include 1940's Street Party featuring Singing Sweetheart Jill Daniels with
all the old Wartime classics. A Disaster Relief Kitchen, what a hit this was last
year with people queuing for more. Stalls and stands, Service charities. Veterans
Parade, Veterans Badge Presentation.

Col D Swann MBE Armour Division and Bovington Garrison commander will take
the salute.

If you would like to come along and require accommodation then please contact
Mrs Carolyn Hooper, Swanage Tourist Information Centre on 01929 422885.

Armed Forces Day National Event

This years National Event is taking place in Cardiff on the weekend of 26" June
2010. More information can be found at http://armedforcesday.org.uk/

To find an event local to you then check out
http://armedforcesday.org.uk/Events.aspx




Membership Report

New members 2009

Barry Peters (Blue). POMEM(L). 1980-83. Plymouth.

Tony Marshall. CRS 1981-83 Exeter.

Nobbie Hall. Cook. 1982-84. Portsmouth.

Brian Millard. MEMN(M)1. 1978-80. 81-82. Dorchester

Lee Starr (Freddie). LMEM. 1976-79. Portsmouth

Ken Conley. L/S RP2. 1971-73. Bournemouth

John Keenan. CPO (L) Flight. 1982. Weymouth.

John Veale. (Jan). LS(M)/PO(M).1980-83.Falmouth.

Bob Beckett (Canman). Naffi Asst Manager. 1982-84. Portsmouth.
Paul Akhurst. L/S.(Sonar). 1982-84. Faversham.

2010 A New Year, time for you annual members to renew your membership,
apart from members who have already paid.

My address and email is in the Newsletter.
Mel

Letters

THE LODGE
14" January 2010.
To The Antrim Family

Brian’s Service on Tuesday was, as you will understand,
a grievous occasion for me, but at the same time
greatly comforting.

His sudden loss has been such a shock, but the
demonstration of honour and love you brought to his
departure has given me great consolation, which I will
always remember and treasure.

I know Brian will have told you of the pride and
confidence he held for every individual in his ship,
which was reflected in her pivotal achievements in the



South Atlantic, for which our country owes a great
debt.

I was most moved in your thoughtfulness in presenting
me with the beautiful album of pictures and tributes,

which bring such warmth and wonderful memories.

I do hope that there will still be opportunities to meet.
I know | have your prayers.

With my most affectionate thanks

SHEILA

Thank everyone who donated to the charity that we support at the
reunion. The HMS Antrim Association donated £109.52p over the course
of the reunion weekend to The Chernobyl Children’s Life Line charity.
This money is vital to our small link and it WILL make a difference to a
child's life.

Thank you all.

Taff and Edith Dale

Eulogy of CAPTAIN B G YOUNG DSO ROYAL NAVY
1930-2009

Brian Young joined the Royal Navy as a 14 year old Cadet in 1944
undergoing further academic education and basic naval training firstly
at Eaton Hall, Cheshire followed by Dartmouth. Thereafter he served as
a Midshipman and Sub Lieutenant in HM Ships King George V, Theseus
and Wren. In 1952 he trained as a fixed wing pilot in the USA- this was
the beginning of a remarkable career in the Fleet Air Arm which saw
him develop as one of the finest aviators of his generation.

Over a 4 year period he flew SeaHawks from HM Ships Albion, Centaur,
Bulwark and Ark Royal- while serving with 804 NAS in Bulwark he flew
ground attack missions in to Egypt during Suez.



From 1958-60 he was a Hawker Hunter Flying Instructor on exchange
with the Royal Air Force- Brian must have relished teaching the Crabs
to fly!

His aviation experience advanced when he became Senior Pilot of 804
NAS flying Scimitars while embarked in Hermes. Further key
appointments followed:

- Command of 892 NAS flying Sea Vixens in Centaur while
involved in confrontation in Indonesia.

- He commanded 766 NAS, flying Sea Vixens at the RN’s ‘Top Gun’
Naval Fighter School at RNAS Yeovilton- Tom Cruise clearly had
a serious rival as Brian was undoubtedly from central casting as
a fighter pilot.

- He commanded HMS Wiston as Senior Officer 9" MCM Squadron,
based in Bahrain.

- Back to the air world as Commander(Air) at RNAS Lossiemouth,
immediately followed by another top appointment as
Commander(Air) in Eagle.

- Command of HMS Danae

- As a Captain he attended the Senior Officers War Course at RNC
Greenwich

- ACOS(W) to Commander in Chief Fleet

- Chief of Staff to Flag Officer Naval Air Command in 1978 in the
rank of Commodore.

- In 1981 he assumed command of HMS Antrim little knowing
how momentous this final appointment would be- how
appropriate that the ship’s Motto was ‘Always Ready’. He retired
from the Royal Navy in July 1983.

He packed so much in to his distinguished career yet managed to avoid
serving in the MoD; so he failed to get a bit part in Yes, Minister!!

We were privileged to serve with Brian Young as our Captain in HMS
Antrim mostly notably as a member of the Falklands Task Force.

His cool, calm leadership inspired confidence in everyone onboard
including our Royal Marines and Special Forces- the SAS seemed to
arrive from nowhere!!

He was always prepared to delegate, and his encouragement of the
Junior Officers on the Bridge or in the Operations Room contributed
greatly to their personal and professional development. His creature
comforts were small cigars and a glass of red wine with dinner.

And so to South Georgia, with Brian in command of the diverse units
allocated to Task Group 317.9. The mission was to re-take South
Georgia; and Brian recognised full well that failure would almost



certainly delay the re-possession of the Falklands- and the political
imperative to succeed was very real.

The whole South Georgia experience was worthy of fictional high
drama- our first sight of what looked like the Alps rising from the sea
was awe inspiring.

The events leading up to the re-taking of South Georgia on 25 April
involved Special Forces, a dramatic helicopter rescue, the successful
attack on the submarine Santa Fe, accurate bombardment, and the
deployment of our land forces- 25 April was a busy, momentous day.
Brian Young’s historic signal ‘Be pleased to advise Her Majesty that the
White Ensign flies alongside the Union Flag in Grytviken, South Georgia.
God Save The Queen.’ was waved with huge relief by the PM when she
had her well documented ‘Rejoice; Rejoice’ moment on the steps of No
10.

Brian received a letter from Major Cedric Delves CO D Squadron 22 SAS-
‘ The legacy of events from recent days find us with an indebtedness to
you which, had it been possible to foresee, would have excited
incredulity. These days have been full of memorable events. But, if |
have to single out one it has to be the sight of HMS Antrim entering
Cumberland Bay sure of intent, righteous in purpose; for all of us the
culminating moment. That the Squadron goes to its next task intact is
the product not so much of good fortune as of your expertise. Thank
you.” We all took great pride in Brian’s richly deserved award of the
DSO- the Citation stated * Captain Young demonstrated throughout the
highest standard of leadership, with the use of bold initiative and cool
appraisal of the situation. He deployed the sea, land and air forces
under his command to maximum advantage, often in the face of
appalling weather conditions and bad visibility. The importance of this
operation to the overall strategy of re-establishing British
administration in the Falkland Islands and its dependencies cannot be
over-stated, nor can Captain Young’s personal contribution to its
success.’

It was soon time to re-join Admiral Woodward’s Task Group off the
Falklands ready for the Amphibious Landing at San Carlos on 21 May.
On D-Day we knew we would face continuous attacks from the
Argentinian Air Force. Antrim lead the Amphibious Ships into Falkland
Sound and was immediately requested to provide gunfire support to a
SBS patrol near the summit of Fanning Head. Typically, Brian was happy
to delegate this important task to the on-watch Warfare Team while he
rested in preparation for the attacks to come.

Daylight saw the first of the air attacks and Antrim soon came under
attack from 4 Skyhawks- and not long after we realised we were
playing host to an unwelcome guest, an unexploded 1000lb bomb



which had come to rest in the After Heads. This was the occasion when
Brian’s dry, mischievous sense of humour came to the fore in a time of
crisis when he broadcast to the Ship’s Company ‘D’ye here there,
Captain speaking, the After Heads look as if a Bomb has hit them; the
Argies have wrecked the Commander’s pride and joy!’

Removal of the bomb, a task that, owing to constant air attacks, took
nearly 9 hours; about midnight with some 450 people crammed in the
fwd part of the ship the bomb was duly dropped overboard.

Some time after the Argentinian surrender in Port Stanley Antrim
headed for home: and Brian received a signal from Admiral Fieldhouse
the Commander-in- Chief-* From Ascension to South Georgia and on to
San Carlos you were very much in the forefront of operations the
success of which finally resulted in British occupation of all the islands.
This together with your swift recovery from bomb damage allowing
continued operations in the Total Exclusion Zone and off South Georgia
won wide acclaim. Well done and a happy return home.’

Our arrival in Portsmouth on 17 July completed an epic odyssey which
had only lasted ‘some 100 days’.

Brian Young lead us south; and, with the exception of the seriously
injured CPO Terry Bullingham, brought us all home safely- a remarkable
achievement! Interestingly, having survived his amazing flying career,
including missions during Suez, he did consider himself ‘lucky.’

We all owe a great debt of gratitude to this fine, courageous officer and
gentleman. We honour his memory and will remember him with
considerable affection.

Most of the words had been penned by Angus Sandford and was read by Mike
Morgan.




